Non-condylomatous, perianal disease in homosexual men.
This retrospective study details the findings and outcome in 34 homosexual men, out of a total of 177 patients, who underwent surgery for non-condylomatous perianal disease over a 2-year period. Of 34 homosexuals 20 presented with anorectal sepsis compared with 11 of 79 heterosexual male patients (X2 = 24.07, P less than 0.001). Lesions included chronic intersphincteric abscess (eight patients), anal fistula (seven patients) and chronic intersphincteric abscess and fistula (five patients). Anal fissure occurred in 15 patients, anal ulcer in three, skin tags in six, haemorrhoids in two and Kaposi's sarcoma in one. Eight patients were human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) antibody negative, four were asymptomatic HIV antibody positive, 12 had symptomatic HIV infection using the Centers for Disease Control classification and in ten patients HIV status was unknown. Irrespective of the type of surgery performed, healing occurred within 6 weeks of operation in all HIV antibody negative patients, all asymptomatic HIV antibody positive and in only one of nine patients with symptomatic HIV infection. Eight of nine patients with symptomatic HIV infection failed to heal by this time (X2 = 8.98, P less than 0.05). These findings suggest that the prevalence of anorectal sepsis in homosexual men is high and that symptomatic HIV infection is an important determinant of progress after surgery.